
1 

 THE GRAPEVINE       

There is a very fine line between "hobby" and "mental illness." 
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October  Meeting And Program 
 
NOTICE:  Our October meeting will take place at 7:30 
P.M. on the 1st of October.  The meeting will be at the 
terminal as normal. 
 
Calendar:  

Month Date Speaker Topic 

Oct 1 Doug Henson Formation Flying 

Nov 5 Chris Lowery Aviation Fuel Expert 

Dec 3 Bruce Cruikshank Attack Jets 

 
Our October Program will feature Doug Henson & 
Dick Jones talking about formation flying, like they did 
in the Air Force. Their presentation will include a 
discussion on formation flying, complete with pictures 
and a video.  
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BIG Important NOTE:  

Membership renewal ï2010  

People can start sending me their membership renewal 

checks.  It is $30 for 2010.  My address is 25 

Jacaranda Drive, Fremont CA 94539.  I don't need the 

forms unless it is a new member.  

 

Mark Palajac 

Treasurer, EAA Chapter 663 Livermore 

 

MINUTES:  GENERAL MEETING EAA CHAPTER 

663, 9/3/2009, 7:30 PM, TERMINAL BUILDING 

KLVK.  

 

Chapter vice president Don Smith called the meeting 

to order. 

 

Four guests introduced themselves. 

 

The treasurer reported $3471.21 9in chapter funds; 

his report was approved by the members. 

 

The minutes for the July and August meetings were 

approved as printed in ñThe Grapevineò. 

 

Don promptly  introduced our speaker, chapter 

member John Youngblood.  John was a B-52 pilot 

during the Vietnam War and served many years in the 

Air Force.  He told of his training flying the B-52, and 

standing nuclear alert both on the ground and later in 

the air.  He was also assigned to a tour in the Vietnam 

Theater and flew several bombing missions over 

Vietnam.  He had some assistance from chapter 

member Steve Gregory who was a B-52 navigator 

about the same time.  Guest Walt Morgan, who was a 

former employee at Boeing and worked on the B-52, 

filled us in on some of the engineering details of the 

giant airplane.  Thank you all. 

 

Meeting adjourned for pie.   

 

MINUTES:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, 

EAA CHAPTER 663, 9/17/2009, RALPHôS PLACE. 

 

Ralph Cloud, Dick Jennings, Bob Farnam, Dave 

Dent, Bob Cowan, Mark Palajac, Don Smith and 

Bruce Cruikshank were present. 

Treasurer Mark  reported $3451.21 in chapter funds 

and 85 members. 

 

Ralphôs first item was seeing if we wanted to 

participate in Flying Magazineôs Parade of Planes.  It 

is going to be a show case of new airplanes held at the 

Hayward Airport October 15-17.  They want 

manpower, 3 persons for 6 hours each day.  The carrot 

was to be a sizable contribution ($) to the chapter.   

Due to the short notice, it was decided to take a pass 

on this activity.   

 

The need to find a new home for the chapterôs bead 

plaster was solved by late notice that Chuck and 

Darryl Ray are taking over the corner hangar where it 

is currently located.  The Rays are amenable to leaving 

it where it is. 

 

The digital picture frame is up and working in the 

chapterôs show case in the terminal building.  There 

was some discussion about the content.  If your 

aircraft has not been photographed by Ray McCrea 

you need to send your pictures to Brad the webmaster 

or Ralph Cloud and they may end up in the frame.  It 

was also suggested that pictures of people and group 

activities be included in the slide show on the picture 

frame. 

 

Bob Cowan reported on his success with the 

nominating committee.  He managed to get one new 

face for the officer ranks.  Kirk Knight offered to be 

nominated for secretary (J).  The other current 

officers have offered to serve again.  The nominees for 

directors are currently Bob Farnam, John Goldsmith, 

Dick Jennings, Brad Oliver, Dave Dent, Bruce 

Cruikshank, Bob Cowan and Jeffry Larson. (Vote for 

no more than eight) 

 

Eric Helms our Young Eagles coordinator plans to be 

present at the Airport Open House and will do the 

sign-ups for the Young Eagles for next year. The Open 

House will be Sept. 26
th
 from 10 until 5.  

 

Announcements: The next general meeting will be 

October 1
st
. 

 

Meeting adjourned for pie. 

Respectfully submitted,  Bruce Cruikshank, Secretary 
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Feedback/Questions/Suggestions 
Any and all feedback is welcome. In order to make the 
newsletter entertaining, informative and above all else, 
something that you enjoy reading every month please 
take a few minutes to send suggestions, tips, corrections 
or any other feedback to:  jeffrylite@comcast.net. 
 

 

Mailbag:    
I received the following via email.  For a group that 

appreciates a good engineering feat, I thought even 

though this is not aviation related, you would 

appreciate the thought that went into it.    

 

Redneck Installation:  
What's that...? You don't have a big 
pickup to tow your 6,000 lb. Gooseneck 
trailer......fear not!!! A little 
careful, well thought out engineering 
can solve your problem... . 

 

#ÌÁÓÓ ))) (ÉÔÃÈ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌƛƛƚ  
(patent pending..) Wouldn't you love to 
see how the trip went...? Good chance 
he ended up doin' some unintended off 
roadin' somewhere. Check the 'hills' in 
the background .  Howja like to meet this 
rig on a two - lane road....coming down 
the mountain in your direction...?  
 

 
 

She's hitched up and ready to roll!! 
Amazin' how the extra weight smo othes 
out the ride. Needed to air up the rear 
tires a bit ('bout 160 psi).   

 
 
Added some super heavy - duty chain for 
extra support on the tailgate, (note 
the 'Heavy - Duty 'S' hooks to attach the 
chain) Also paid - up for some BIG Number 
5/16 sheet metal screws to attach the 
Reese hitch frame to the tailgate (see 
'em there? One on each side...) Likely 
two more through the carpe t into the 
floor pan inside. Yep, probably 
overkill, but didn't want the 
possibility of having an axerdent.  
 

 
 
Most of the time was spent on the front 
porch whittling down that MASSIVE solid 
pine 4x4 to fit prec isely down into the 
hole in the ball mount receiver. Note 
also -  The 14'x14' piece of 3/8' 
plywood on the underside of the 

mailto:jeffrylite@comcast.net
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tailgate to distribute the load more 
evenly and beef up that tailgate  
support.  
'A MAN CAN'T BE TOO SAFE'...!!   
 
òGrapevine Talkingó This month is on hold again 
this month due to some scheduling difficulties. For 
those of you that havenõt taken the opportunity, 
experience breakfast with the chapter every 
Saturday morning at 8:00 AM.  If you havenõt been 
to the chapter website lately, take the opportunity 
to stop by and view the excellent work by Brad 
Olsen. 
 
 
 
         Grapevine                                 Talking    
 
 
Cool videoõs found on the internet. 
 
Canõt a guy make up his mind? 
 
Does anyone get too much of the Blue Angels? 
 
Another horrible landing 

 

What is it? From last month 

Sponsored by: 

 

 

 

Last month Chuck Ray and Dave Dent recognized the 

Burt Rutan designed model 120 Predator. Since they 

have already won the prize of the fabulous Aircraft 

Spruce Wall Clock, they both chose to donate to this 

monthôs winner.  This is our last gift from Aircraft 

Spruce.  You have been telling them how much you 

enjoy their sponsorship each time you call in your next 

order havenôt you?   

 

This is the last month of their sponsorship prizes, 

so please give them a call with your next order and 

tell them how much you appreciate their generous 

donation to our monthly newsletter. 
 

Additional sponsors are being sought and 

contributions to the prize bucket will continue to be 

added.  Submit your answer to the newsletter editor to 

be eligible for a prize to be awarded each month at the 

regular chapter meeting.  You must be present to 

win. Winning entries will be decided by the email that 

is received with the earliest time stamp and the correct 

naming of the make/model of the pictured airplane.  

Winners that correctly identified the winning 

make/model that do NOT attend the meeting will 

forfeit the prize to the next available submission.  

 

The correct, first answer that attends the monthly 

meeting will be declared the winner. You will be 

notified of the winning entry at the monthly meeting. 

The winning entry that DOES attend the meeting will 

receive his/her prize at that time.   

 

Should no one correctly respond with the winning 

make/model, the prize will be returned to the 

sponsor(s).  Being part of a ñgroupò really does make 

a difference.  Join us for the regular chapter meeting 

and see what prize might be coming your way.  Iôll 

give you a hint, it will definitely be aviation related. 

Donôt be late and check your email for the newsletter. 

 

If anyone has something they think is new or unique, 

send it along. Special prize consideration will be given 

even though you will be ineligible for the monthly 

award, but you will have the thanks of the other 

chapter members for your CONTRIBUTION.   

 

 

http://www.eaa663.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pz7P0yJErOw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nM_ZB7jqxz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWl01fwFX_k



